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In 2006, Water 1st supported 
the implementation of 36 water, 
sanitation, and hygiene projects in 
four countries. Our generous and 
committed donors enabled us to 
reach more than 7,000 people with 
sustainable, community-managed 
projects that are changing lives 
and saving lives. Our 2006 Annual 
Report tells the story of our work 
to address the most fundamental 
issues of childhood death, poverty, 
and gender equality. 

Water 1st, with the support 
of our donors, is taking on 
an extraordinary problem; 
implementing water systems in 
poor countries is not a simple task. 
We are committed to this issue 
because it remains the number 
one global health and development 
challenge facing the world. We 
cannot ignore it. 

That 1.1 billion people lack access 
to clean water and 2.6 billion 
people lack access to basic latrines 
is surely one of the greatest 
development failures of our 
time. When we look at numbers 
like these, it may seem that our 
contributions to solving this crisis 
are insignifi cant. They are not. 
I can promise you, for the 7,000 
people we assisted in 2006, the 
water projects you supported are 
signifi cant and perhaps the most 
life-changing events they have 
experienced. 

When I visit our benefi ciaries and 
tell them that I am one person 
speaking for hundreds of people 
who care about their lives, I 
couldn’t be more proud of where I 
come from and the kind of people 
that I represent. In response, I 
have heard eloquent words from 
simple farmers refl ecting their 
awe that people whom they have 
never met would have a stake in 
their lives. 

Making an impact, one community at a time

All the places where we are working 
in Honduras, India, Bangladesh, 
and Ethiopia are full of hope and 
energy. The people may be poor, 
but they want a better life and they 
are eager to work hard for it. They 
face obstacles that one person 
alone cannot overcome. However, 
when entire communities are 
brought together, these problems 
can be solved and people can live 
healthier and more productive lives. 

The same can be said of our efforts 
here in the United States. We have 
come together and pledged our 
support to do something about this 
enormous problem. In 2006, we 
raised $470,000 from individuals 
and organizations to support our 
water and sanitation projects. Your 
contributions send a message half 
way around the world to people 
born into poverty: You are not 
invisible to us. We care about 
your lives.

There is a solution to this problem 
and our efforts are having an 
impact. Your donations and 
enthusiasm about our work inspire 
our staff, our partner organizations, 
and the communities we serve on a 
daily basis. 

Thank you for your support of 
Water 1st, for demonstrating your 
compassion for people in need of 
safe water, for saving lives, and 
helping to end the cycle of poverty 
for thousands of men, women, and 
children around the world. 

Marla Smith-Nilson
Executive Director
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The Global Water Crisis  
The lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitary latrines is the top 
public health problem in the world and the number-one killer of children 
in the world. One out of every fi ve people on earth does not have clean 
water–the most basic ingredient needed to sustain life. Two out of every 
fi ve people do not have access to basic sanitation. The resulting illnesses 
from the lack of these basic necessities cause the deaths of over fi ve 
million people each year, the majority of whom are children under age 
fi ve. The lack of access to safe water has a devastating effect on women 
and girls who are traditionally responsible for water collection.

Our Vision
We envision a world free of extreme poverty. Providing people with safe 
water systems, latrines, and hygiene education is the fi rst step to ending 
the cycle of poverty, illness, and death.

Our Mission
Water 1st International’s mission is to unite people to fi ght the global 
water crisis. We believe this worldwide, silent catastrophe will be solved 
when we build a community of concerned individuals and motivate and 
mobilize them to take simple, effective actions.

Water 1st educates people about this issue and provides an opportunity 
to respond in a way that makes a lasting impact on people’s lives. The 
funds we raise help the poorest communities in the world implement 
community-managed projects that integrate water supply, sanitation, and 
health education.

Our Guiding Beliefs
• Access to safe water is a basic human right.
• Safe water systems, latrines, and hygiene education are the fi rst steps 

to ending the cycle of poverty, illness, and death.
• The global water crisis will be solved when we build a community of 

concerned individuals and motivate them to take sustained, simple, 
effective actions. 

• The individuals and communities who benefi t from Water 1st-supported 
projects must be involved in all aspects of planning, implementation, 
and long-term operation and maintenance of their projects. They must 
be empowered to make informed choices about the projects to best 
meet their needs.

• Water 1st supports the work of local partner organizations that have a 
complete understanding of the local situation, as well as a proven ability 
to implement sustainable and appropriate water, sanitation, and hygiene 
education projects in partnership with the benefi ciary communities. 

• A vital part of our work is sharing experience and learning with our 
partners and other organizations working to end poverty and the global 
water crisis.

86% program 
         activities

14% fundraising 
         and support
          services

EXPENSE ALLOCATIONS
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A look at Water 1st and our 
International Projects in 2006
In 2006, our projects helped 7,000 people in four countries gain access to 
safe water, sanitation, and hygiene education.
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INDIA 

2006 Water 1st India Program: 
 
• PROJECT NAME: Sundarban Villages 
• LOCAL PARTNER ORG: Akshaynagar Pallisri Sangha 
• LOCATION: South 24 Parganas District, West Bengal, India 
• Water systems constructed: 10 
• People served: 5,000
• Cost/benefi ciary: $8/person 

Water 1st is supporting the implementation of unique and comprehensive 
projects with the people of the Sundarban region of West Bengal, one of 
the most impoverished regions of the entire Indian sub-continent. Here, 
94% of the people live below the poverty line as subsistence fi shermen. 
Many villagers must walk two miles to fi nd water from unprotected ponds, 
canals, and marshes. The shallow wells are unsafe for drinking. As a 
result, 65% of the children in the region suffer from chronic diarrheal 
illnesses, permanently damaging their mental and physical development.

In 2006, funding from Water 1st supported the implementation of 10 
water systems benefi ting 5,000 people. Our Indian partner organization 
worked with benefi ciary communities to drill new deep wells, install 
locally-manufactured hand-pumps, and build household latrines. 
Households participating in the projects elected water committees to 
manage the systems and were trained to operate and maintain the water 
systems on their own. Benefi ciaries pay a monthly user fee to the water 
committee, which covers ongoing operation and maintenance costs. 

Even though the villagers of the Sundarbans are poor, they paid 25% of 
the capital costs of their projects. This contribution is the policy of our 
Indian partner organization. A fi nancial investment on the part of project 
participants indicates that they place a high value on improving their 
water supply and gives greater assurance that a project will be 
well-maintained. 

The role of women in the India water projects, and all Water 1st-
supported projects, is critical. Because women are traditionally 
responsible for collecting the household’s daily water, female membership 
on the water committee is highly encouraged. Gender and leadership 
training helps communities integrate women into the decision-making 
structure. With the support and training of our local partner organization, 
water committees were formed from members of the women’s Self-
Help Groups in the village. Some of the income derived from the SHG 
businesses is being used to pay the capital costs of the water and 
sanitation projects.

 “Every month, we collect 
the household water fee and 
deposit this money in our 
new bank account. Most of 
us had never been outside 
our village, so we didn’t know 
what to do at a bank, but 
now we know how to do it all 
ourselves. It is so different 
now that we have a water 
point close by. Our lives will 
be much easier from 
now on.”   — Sabita, 

Paschim Surendranagar

“The entire village is so 
happy to see the new well 
being drilled. Soon I will have 
clean water to bathe my 
children, instead of the pond 
where our animals bathe and 
where I do the laundry. I am 
so happy for my children that 
they will have a better life. 
Thank you for caring about 
our village. We will have a 
water pump in a few days. 
My hope is that someday all 
the villages here will have 
clean water.”

— Bahata, 
   Paschim Surendranagar



7

HONDURAS
2006 Water 1st Honduras Program:

• PROJECT NAME: San Gabriel 
• LOCAL PARTNER ORG: COCEPRADIL & C.R.S. 
• LOCATION: San Andrés, Lempira, Honduras 
• Water systems under construction: One water system with 
   47 household taps
• People to be served: 310
• Cost/benefi ciary: $93/person

The work of Water 1st in Honduras is focused on the southern area of the 
Department of Lempira, one of the poorest and most vulnerable regions 
of the country. Through our local counterpart, Water 1st is helping 
communities implement water, sanitation, health education, and water 
source protection projects. 

In the mountainous Lempira district, the Lenca people struggle to meet 
their daily needs. The community of San Gabriel sits amid the semi-
arid, semi-forested hills detached from the country’s economic centers 
and basic public services. Due to rapid deforestation of the region, 
traditional water sources are disappearing, forcing families to walk farther 
and farther each year to fi nd water, especially during the dry season. 
The community is extremely limited in its resources and agricultural 
productivity, relying on subsistence agriculture to meet the basic needs of 
its people. 

The one-and-a-half year project in San Gabriel began in June, 2006. 
A mountain spring was identifi ed and tested for water quality and fl ow 
rate. Construction on the spring box collection system, including fencing 
to protect it from livestock and wildlife, is now complete. Community 
members have also completed installation of the 2.6 mile water 
transmission pipeline from the spring to the 6,500 gallon water storage 
tank. In the summer of 2007, community members will complete 2.5 
miles of excavation and pipe installation work on the water distribution 
system. Each household will also construct a latrine and a household 
water connection and drainage pit.

A village water and sanitation committee has been formed and is 
being trained to manage the long-term administration, operation, and 
maintenance of the project. Once the project is complete, households will 
pay a monthly user fee to the water committee to cover the operation and 
maintenance of the water system.

To address the growing problem of deforestation, villagers are receiving 
extensive education in water source protection, learning the relationship 
between trees and their water sources. The community has purchased 
and protected as much of the watershed containing their drinking water 
source as possible. In 2007, they will conduct reforestation activities and 
learn about farming practices that are less harmful to the forest.

”During the rainy season 
it might look like there’s 
water everywhere, but in 
the summer, everything is 
dry. We walk for hours just 
to fi nd a small hole in the 
ground. The water that we’re 
using is very dirty and it’s 
making our children sick 
with diarrhea. The children 
often have fevers and 
are vomiting.”

- San Gabriel 
community member

“I don’t know how to 
describe my feelings about 
our water project. It feels 
like we’ve won the lottery. I 
was speaking to a man from 
a neighboring village and 
he asked how San Gabriel 
is so lucky to have a water 
project. I told him to keep 
dreaming and keep praying 
and one day it will happen 
for them too.” 

- San Gabriel 
community member 
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2006 Ethiopia Water Tour
In the spring of 2006, Water 1st staff and supporters traveled to Ethiopia 
for a fi rsthand look at the work of Water 1st and our local partner 
organization, Water Action, to bring safe, sustainable water supplies to 
the poor of Ethiopia. 

Travelers visited rural communities with completed and in-progress 
projects, met with representatives from our local partner organization, as 
well as local government offi cials, and had the opportunity to participate 
in a one-day work project helping a community build a water system. 
Using simple tools like shovels and pick-axes, our team of nine people 
worked alongside community members to dig a portion of the 10-km long 
pipeline that will bring water from a capped spring to water points within 
the community. 

We also spent the day visiting Ilamu Muja, a community in desperate 
need of a water project, and announced to the community members that 
we would help fund their project. A woman in the community shared, 
“Most of my time is spent fetching water, and my children are doing the 
same. I have never seen people like you. Just seeing your faces, visiting 
us here, makes me feel like our water project is halfway done already. 
Now I believe I will see something in my life–a change for the best. You 
have reached me before my time has passed.”

A Water 1st trip is a great way to see what life is really like in a developing 
country. The respect that the communities and the partner organizations 
have for Marla and her experience in the fi eld is very obvious.

When we visited communities with clean and suffi cient water, you 
could immediately see the difference in the faces of the children. The 
people were proud of their water systems and eager to show them. 
In communities without safe water, we were amazed how the whole 
community of people came forward to tell us about their lives and dreams 
of having clean water. 
 
We support Water 1st because clean water is one of the most basic needs 
of any person or community. It provides the opportunity for a healthier 
life, more productivity, and time for women and children to participate in 
improving their communities. 

Ty Cramer and Steve Romein
Water 1st supporters 
2006 Water Tour participants 
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ETHIOPIA
2006 Water 1st Ethiopia Program:  

• PROJECT NAME: Ilamu Muja 
• LOCAL PARTNER ORG: Water Action 
• LOCATION: Ambo Woreda, Oromia, Ethiopia 
• Water systems under construction: One water system with 10 public taps 
• People to be served: 2,337
• Cost/benefi ciary: $79/person

The work of Water 1st in Ethiopia is focused on the West Showa zone, 
three hours west of the capital city Addis Ababa. Here, less than 10% of 
the population has access to safe water and even fewer have access to 
improved sanitation. Water 1st provides grants to our Ethiopian partner 
organization who works with benefi ciary communities to implement water, 
sanitation, health education, and natural resource protection projects. 

In the 10 rural communities of Ilamu Muja, villagers must walk long 
distances—up to fi ve kilometers over hilly terrain—to fi nd water. Water 
sources are shared with cattle and other livestock, and are subject to 
agricultural runoff, making them extremely contaminated. Women and 
girls of the community are primarily responsible for water collection, 
which means that girls cannot attend school and women are not able to 
participate in other economic activities that are vital to the community. 

Our one-and-a-half year project in Ilamu Muja began in the summer of 
2006. A deep bore well has been drilled and construction of the 13,000 
gallon reservoir has begun. Using only simple hand tools, community 
members cleared two miles of access road for the drill rig. In 2007, they 
will clear another 10 miles of access road for the pipeline route and dig six 
miles of pipeline trench by hand.

The community has selected 10 volunteer village hygiene communicators 
(VHCs) who have received 15 days of training covering topics such as 
latrine construction and use, hand-washing at critical times, and keeping 
households and surrounding courtyards clean of animal waste. When the 
construction of the water systems and latrines are complete, the VHCs will 
continue the work of hygiene promotion in the community. 

A water board has been selected by the villagers to operate the water 
system, including collecting water fees at the public taps and dispatching 
trained village water technicians to perform any necessary repairs and 
maintenance.

Households have begun constructing pit latrines for proper sanitation. 
Eighty pits for model latrines are being dug. The remaining households will 
build their latrines through replication, until everyone in the community 
has a sanitary latrine.

“Women and children in 
our society are the ones 
responsible for looking for 
water. In certain areas, water 
is not available unless you 
travel up to six hours. If you 
spend six hours a day only 
fetching water, what other 
economic activities can you 
do? The drudgery of women 
in fetching water has been 
reduced signifi cantly in our 
projects. Water is available, 
and children can go to 
school.”

— Adane Kassa, Executive 
Director, Water Action

“Before this project, no 
one in the community had 
a latrine. They also did 
not have enough water for 
washing hands or bathing. 
So, we have to talk about the 
importance of such things 
for keeping our children and 
ourselves healthy. If you had 
seen us before the project, 
you would see how much we 
have changed.”  Iayalo,

— community member
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Agora Foundation Awards $100,000 Grant to 
Water 1st
Water 1st gives special thanks to Agora Foundation at Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation for their generous $100,000 grant in 2006. Agora, 
a donor-advised fund at Silicon Valley Community Foundation near San 
Francisco, was established in 2001 by philanthropist Wynnette LaBrosse.

The one-year grant supported Water 1st projects in the urban settlements 
of Dhaka, Bangladesh, bringing clean water to 5,000 people living in the 
communities of Demra, Kamrangir Char, and Pallabi. These projects are 
unique in that residents are paying 100% of the capital costs of their 
water project over time. Repaid funds will then be used to support new 
water projects in the slums of Dhaka, allowing the Agora grant to continue 
to bring clean water and latrines to people in need for years to come. The 
Agora grant was also used to assist Water 1st with its strategic planning 
and to boost its fundraising activities, providing a $20,000 matching grant 
for new corporate sponsors of our annual fall fundraiser at Benaroya Hall 
in Seattle. 

“When we lose sight of the horrors in the world, it’s easy to get caught up 
in our own challenges,” says Wynnette LaBrosse. “But what we experience 
pales in comparison: we fl ip on a faucet and safe water fl ows out...there 
are no faucets to fl ip on in villages in Bangladesh, India, Ethiopia, or 
Honduras. We take a drink and never fear the consequences...every drink 
they take has life threatening consequences.”

“When people get their basic need met for safe drinking water, there 
is room for wide-ranging improvements. They no longer have to watch 
their children get sick and die; these water projects are catalysts for the 
‘best practices’ of hygiene habits, community connections, grappling with 
gender issues, and climbing out of the hole of poverty. Water solutions 
don’t just bring clean water, they change life.”

Wynnette LaBrosse and
 Marla Smith-Nilson
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BANGLADESH
2006 Water 1st Bangladesh Program:

• PROJECT NAME: Pallabli, Demra, and Kamrangir Char settlements 
• LOCAL PARTNER ORG: Dushtha Shasthya Kendra (DSK)
• LOCATION: Dhaka, Bangladesh 
• Water systems constructed: 26 public taps  
• People served: 2,050
• Cost/benefi ciary: $9/person 

Pallabi, Demra, and Kamrangir Char are squatter settlements located 
in the capital city of Dhaka and home to about 1,000,000 people. The 
poor are forced to buy water of unknown quality at very expensive rates 
from illegal connections. Squatters also draw water from the polluted 
Buriganga River, which contains raw industrial and human waste. The 
sanitation situation is equally severe.

Funding from Water 1st in 2006 supported the implementation of 26 
water systems benefi ting 2,050 people. Our local partner helped slum 
dwellers gain legal access to water supplies through an innovative 
process. They have negotiated with the Dhaka Water Supply and 
Sewerage Authority (DWASA) for permission to establish public water 
points that connect to DWASA’s pipelines. These metered connections 
receive a bill from DWASA like every other customer. In slums located 
outside the service area of DWASA, deep wells were drilled and pumps 
with overhead storage tanks and public taps were installed. 

Our Dhaka projects also included construction of community latrines 
and personal and environmental hygiene education training, which 
emphasized hand-washing, use and maintenance of latrines, and use of 
safe water for all domestic purposes. Community members were actively 
involved in the design of the project, specifi cally selecting locations for 
water points.

The benefi ciaries of our Dhaka projects are paying 100% of the capital 
costs of their water and sanitation projects over a two-year period. Once 
repaid, loan funds will be used to support new water projects in the slums 
of Dhaka. All-female water point management committees have been 
formed and received training in operation and maintenance of the water 
points and latrines. These committees are now responsible for collecting 
fees to maintain the water systems, paying the DWASA bills, and repaying 
the loans for the water and sanitation systems. 

“Clean water and latrines will 
make a big difference for us. 
You are the fi rst people who 
have tried to help us with 
this problem. Soon, we won’t 
have to go to the river–we 
will have clean water and I 
know my children will 
be healthier.”

 – community member, 
Demra Slum, Dhaka

A few months following the 
installation of one of the 
Water 1st water points in the 
Demra slum, a school girl 
named Rozena was asked 
how she felt about the new 
water point. Rozena replied, 
“I have no more pain. We 
have safe drinking water at 
our door step. We do not 
need to travel long distances 
to collect water.” 
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A look at Water 1st and our donors in 2006:

In this year’s Annual Report, we thank the many individuals, corporations, 
foundations, and civic and religious organizations that have generously 
given to Water 1st. In 2006, we raised $470,000 from individuals and 
organizations to support our water, sanitation, and health education 
projects in Honduras, India, Bangladesh, and Ethiopia. 

Your support has a lasting impact on thousands of lives and sends a 
message of hope to the people we serve around the world.

Individual Donors
Giving by individuals is a vital part of our mission and work. Each gift 
makes a difference. We thank you for your support.

The following individuals made outright gifts to Water 1st between 
January 1, 2006 and December 31, 2006.

$10,000 and above
Ty Cramer and Steve Romein

Roger Giesecke and Mary Pigott

Judy Pigott

Darryl Swenson

Daniel Won

$5,000 - $9,999
Carol Baker
Linda and Martin Cheever
Avis Durgan and 
     Jeffrey Stephenson
Joe and Terri Gaffney
Carl Haefl ing and Pamela Johnson
Dr. G. Timothy and Nancy Johnson
Patrick Kennedy and Melissa Ries
Jennifer Norling and 
     Kirk Anderson
Jerry O’Leary
Mason Sizemore
Marla Smith-Nilson and Jim Nilson
Steve and Tricia Trainer

80% Individuals   
      

19% Corporations/
          Foundations

 DONATION ALLOCATIONS

1% Civic, Religious, Other
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$1,000 - $4,999
Dave and Deirdre Anderson
Howard Sam Anderson
Ted and Carol Anderson
Sarah Banks and Malcolm Harker
Bruce and Joan Bickner
Luther Black and Christina Wright
Hans-Erik Blomgren and 
     Stephanie Johnson Blomgren
Brian Clark and Liz Banse
Barry Conaty
James and Pamela Copeland
John and Elsie Crossman
Sara DeRuyck and Chris Hansot
David D’Souza and Linda Floyd
Michael Duarte-Pedrosa and 
     Leslie Garland
Matthew Eiler and Jolyn Leslie
Sarah Ford and Bharat Shyam
Trevor Gauntlett
Arpana and Anu Goel
Rush Green and Lisa Bergstrom
Brad and Ingrid Halverson
Edwin James and Marilee Eaves
Linda Jangaard and Stan Jonasson
Larry and Karen Karpack
Brian Lenz and Grace Schlitt Lenz
Erzzee Lockhart
Mary Lou MacKay and 
     David Bailey
Stephen and Lori Markowitz
John and Mary Ellen Matthews
Jim McDermott and 
     Therese Hansen
Lawrence Molloy and 
     Lisa Olszewski
James Moore and Kristi Branch
Stephanie Nelson and 
     Kendall Magnuson
Sandy Nelson and Chris Brown
David and Priscilla Norling

Jan and Gene Oliver
Steve Orser and Ann Hollar
Derek and Catherine Pell
Russell Porter
Charles Roosen
Katya and Arick Rynearson
David Sandberg
Mark Sandifer and Douglas Petrie
Eric Schoening and 
     Christine Maxwell
Bob and Sandra Seidensticker
Scott Sherwood and 
     Carolyn Brady Sherwood
Mike and Barbara Shields
Eric and Alice Smith
Brad and Lynanne Struss
Dick and Carol Sundholm
John and Jacquelyn Sykes
John Teutsch
Gerald Tuttle and 
     Kathleen Gorham
Seshu Vaddey and Marcelle Caturia
Mark and Kim Wagner
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$500 - $999
Whit Alexander and 
     Shelly Sundberg
Kristin Anderson
John Arackaparambil
Emeron Bachhuber and 
     Julie Iverson
Erin and Matt Baebler
Patrick Berkley and Deidre Doyle
Denise Bevacqua and Doug Bryers
Matthew and Barbara Black
Michael and Catherine Bronsdon
Ben Bryan and Krista Lynn
Ann Burkhart
Suzanne and Dwayne Burnell
David Byrne and Kirsten Conner
Chris and Linda Curran
Don and Elaine DeRuyck
Gretchen Dingman and Tom Lee
Dwight Elving
Jon and Cathy Engle
Walter and Jane Enterline
Joshua Epperson
Terrence and Ellen Gibbons
Cathy Gleason
Sharon Goldberg
Ray Goodner and Joan Kayser
Charles and Cellene Graham
Gregg Grunenfelder
Gordon and Bev Halverson
Jeffrey and Paige Hansen
David Hartley and Helen Weagraff
Mary Hjelm
Jon and Alix Hughes
Mark Hungerford
Hal and Caroline Kaplan
Kate and Alex Kerkering
Stephen and Mariyah Klepper
Brian and Diane Langstraat
Todd and Donna Larson
Ronald and Astrida Mattson
Jack and Peggy McClintock
Peter and Kacy McNaull
Richard and Dora Moxon
Bryce and Bonnie Nelson

Suzan Nettleship
Paul and Linda Niebanck
Larry and Betty Nilson
Karen Nilson and Chris Pamp
Brant Oelschlager and 
     Anne-Marie Amies Oelschlager
Matthew Paddock
Joni Panciera and Larry Simonson
Samuel Perry and Alisa Bieber
Brian Povolny
Eric and Kim Prestbo
Joanne Rittmueller
Bill and Carol Roach
Blair Robbins and Bob Burk
Kirsten Rooks and Hunter Williams
Xylon and Babette Saltzman
Larry Schick
Ken and Mary Jo Smith
Jay and Christine Stickler
Frank Striegl and Patricia Nef
Ernest and Lynnel Swanson
Ed Taylor and Sue Ford
Menno Van Wyk
Bruce Williams and Gro Buer
Matthew Willis
Mary Ann Woodbury
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$100 - $499
David Abbott
Larry Ackerley and Charlotte Beall
Mayann Alguire
Ike Alhadeff
Michael Annee and Kristyn Joy
Victor Araya and Carolyn Bain
Marc and Dawn Austin
Bradley and Sally Bagshaw
Christey Bahn
Cheryl Bailey
Beverly Baker
Andy and Kim Baker
Kathy Barker
Mearl and Connie Bergeson
Rick and Anya Berman
Dan and Ellen Bleeker
Robert and Alice Blomgren
Peter Blomquist and Ann Meyrich
Sarah Bramley
Ingrid and Jim Brommers 
     Bergquist
Joe and Nancy Burford
Dale Burks
Karen Cameron
Erin and Clarke Campbell
David and Michelle Chamberlain
David and Marilyn Chelimer
Erik and Dawn Clafl in
Beverly Coco
Steven Cole
David Coleman and 
     Marivic Borromeo
Paul Conrecode
Louise Cooke
Greg and Jen Cox
Peter Crocker
Ana Crossman and Mark Conley
Gregory Cumming
Jerrod Davis
Jeff and Beth Day
Anneclaire DeRoos
Melissa Denby and Anush Kumar
Bill and Barbara Derry
Bob Dickerson
Mark and Stacey Donahue
Arthur Donovan
Laura and James Dooley
Jim and Mary Dunnam

Suzy Dutton
Paul Dziedzic
Wendy Eaton Ohrenstein
Ike and Josie Eisenhart
Bob and Denise Elliot
Susan and Colin Elliott
Ronald and Belle Elving
Mary Jo El-Wattar
Molly Faherty
Gary Fallon and Leona DeRocco
Bill and Laurie Farmer
Dave and Tasha Fate
John and Katie Feltz
John and Lynn Ferguson
Seth and Olivera Finn
Jeff and Marylynn Finn
Shane and Hana Fitzpatrick-
     Machackova
Kevin and Colleen Flanigan
Bruce Forstall
Emily Forster and Joe Tappan
Jonathan and Kelly Glanville
Peggy Golberg
Julia Gold
Donald and Mary Ann Gorski
Sheryl Greco and Steve Deem
Jason and Devon Gregory
Don Gregory
Tom Gruber
William Hall
Janine Hanson
Katharine Harmon and 
     John Fulford
Ross and Linda Hartwich
Jim and Tracey Hawk
Thomas Heimsoth
Anne Helmholz
Ray Henry
Darlene Hermes
Richard Hernandez and 
     Sol Fernandez
Jeff Herrin and Joy Shafer
Cameron and Lindsey Hewes
Henryk and Melora Hiller
Rosita Hinrichs
Ann Marie Hitchcock
Linda Hodges
Arthur and Mary Hodgins
Stephen and Shelley Huestis
Gordon and Julie Hungar
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Joel Hussey
Norman Jangaard
Doug and Alison Jennings
William and Marianne Johnson
Cherry Johnson
Jeff and Andrea Johnson
Britta Johnson
Nicolas Johnson and Meliza Afable
Fred Julian
Robert Julin
Catherine Karr and Steve DeBroux
John and Jo Ann Kelly
Andrew and Polly Kenefi ck
Laurence and Omie Kerr
Carol Kessler
Jeffrey King and Jennifer Laveglia
Wiley and Marianne Kitchell
Starr and Leon Klube
John and Merran Kubalak
Anna Labbee
Kristin Lamson
Tom LaPaze
Chris and Donna Larsen
Emily Larson
Abby Larson
Leiv and Nancy Lea
Ken Lederman and 
     Meredith Dorrance
Jerry and Judy Lee
Scott and Joan Lee
Gene and Nancy Leonardson
Eric Liljegren and Scott Shiebler
Opal and John Liljegren
Ann and John Livengood
John and Arlyne Loacker
Donald and Joellen Loeb
Ray Looney and 
     Maryanne Vandervelde
Caroline Maillard and 
     Catherine Roosevelt
Todd and Leslie Maschmedt
Dick Matgen
Eve McClure
Mary and Rex McFarlin
Patrick McGillivary
Michael and Ellen McGrath
Miles and Sherry McRae
Mark Medford
Fred Mednick and Rosalie Frankel
Gary Melonson
Keith Merrifi eld
Barbara Merrifi eld
Carol Merrifi eld

Michael Merrifi eld
Alan and Sue Meyers
Dewey and Mary Miller
Kim Miller
Jonathan and Liane Morley
Corky Muzzy
Arthur and Laurel Nelson
Karl and Rebecca Nelson
Peter and Rene Nelson
Richard and Alice Nelson
LeRoy and Eloise Nelson
Martha Neuman
Mark and Robin Nilson
Lucy Nonnenkamp
Kathy Obermeyer
Derek Ormerod
Claude Ostyn and Jan Garcia
Benjamin and Julie Packard
Johanna Padie
Anthony Paulson and 
     Joan Benderson
Peter and Lynn Pearson
Donna Pell
Ken and Darcy Peterson
Todd and Sue Peterson
John Petkovic
Brian Petro and Laurie McKim
Julie Pickering
Jeff and Tracy Piette
Susan Poulsom
Martha Radabaugh
Ed Raftis
Joan and Miles Rasken
John Riess
Kim Rogalski-Carroll
Fred Rowley and Peggy Peterson
Elizabeth and Casey Runde
Dennis and Meg Ryan
Jane and James Sanders
Elizabeth Sanders and Melinda Moree
Lori Sandoval
Friedemann Schaub and 
     Danielle Hoffman
Joe Schneider and Kim Clements
Eric and Heather Schuman
Jeffrey and Mary Seifred
Janet Selby
Khawja and Nasreen Shamsuddin
Margaret Shannon
Kimberly Sharpe
Suzanne Sikma and Michael Tucker
Doug Smith and 
     Stephanie Ellis-Smith
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Tim Smith and Lisa McCrummen
Thomas Soderberg
Frances Solomon and Tyler Folsom
Matt and Nelle Steele
Jim and Sue Steen
Jerry Stehlik and Candy Marshall
Anne Steinemann
Kristina and Geoff Sterling
Martin and Teresa Strelecky
Derek Stuart and Marie Tsiang
Dean and Lisa Stubbe
Carol Stuckey and Patrick Burke
Stephen and Karin Swope
Faith Symmes
Peter and Mary Tammetta
Lynda Tanagi
Stephen and Tracy Taylor
Doug and Cindy Titterington
Beth Toomey
Louise Townsend and 
     Benjamin Schmidt
Priscilla Trush
Jackie and Anthony Valentine
Marian Valentine and Peter Dewey
Stacey Van Norman
Kathleen Vanderpool
Jeffrey Veber
Liann Venegas
Liz VerHage
Craig Vierling and Jennifer Durrie
Chuck and Barbara Wagner
Don and Carolyn Wahlquist
John and Shaunne Walters
Tim Ward and Carol Allen
Alex and Erika Washburn
Jonathan Watkinson
Margaret Webster
Carter and Jennifer Weil
Mary Westburg
Ted Whiltite and Peggy Willis
Brian and Sonja Whitaker
Lee Wierdsma and 
     Adam La Vasseur
John and Jane Witmer
Cindy Wolf and Keven McKenney
Donna Wolter
Joan Zetterlund
Laura Zielinski and 
     Charles Shoemaker
Norm and Christy Zimlich
Pamela and Gerard Zytnicki

$99 and under 
Philip and Birgit Ages
Geoff and Amy Anderson
Greg and Jamie Andrews
Cass and Joel Avery
Carolyn Batchelor
Rodger and Karla Benson
Anders Blomgren
Carl and Marcia Blomgren
Per-Lars Blomgren
Jerilyn Brusseau
Todd Burley
Reid Carscadden
Eric and Adrea Chapman
Richard and Virginia Chappelle
Lela Clark-Paterson
Julie Codd
Gary and Donna Cole
Phil Converse and Karen Dluhosh
Dorothy and David Crean
Peggie Crichton
Peter and Linda Dahl
Susan Davis
Stephen DeForest
Susan DeWitt
Martin and Mary Dicker
Margaret Dimond
Margie Duckstad and 
     Kevin Coluccio
Katherine Duggan
Louise Dumont
Robert and Rose Earl-Kolev
Daniel and Karen Erlander
Wendy Ewbank
Jane Faulkner
Jeffrey Fisher and Lisa Douglass
Brian and Amy Fleisher
R. K. and Katherine Fort
Virginia Forte
Chris Frei
Mary Gabrielsen
Edson and Julie Gallaudet
Marilyn Geiger
Tim and Abra Gibbons
Thomas Gilman
Brian Gregory
Mark and Shelly Harpring
Kathy Hasegawa
Rick Hasselback
Jerome Herring
Rex and Cynthia Hohlbein
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Harry and Nancy Horman
Richard Horner
Gayle Hoshino
Christina Hulet
Norm and Mary Ives
John and Fern Johnson
Tanja Kabel and Eric Kungl
Heidi Kandathil
James Kapla
Barbara Kearney-Schupp
Kris Kellum
Kristine Kemp
David and Thea Kleiber
Lillie Klug and Vinod Ponnusamy
Alexandra Kovats
Mike Kramer and Jean Gruber
Joseph Kramis and Joan Walker
Jennifer and Marc Kropack
Pierre Kwan
Elizabeth Labadie and 
     R. David Frum
Isabel Landsberg
Jay Lazerwitz and 
     Diane Haroutunian
Lynda Leathers
Andrew Leighton
Mervi Leino
Sara Levant
Knoll and Barbara Lowney
Elizabeth Lyons
Quiwie Magnuson
Mary Maier
Vaishali Mamgain
Michael Martin
Catherine Maxson
Michael McCone
Brian McKinney and Susan Taketa
George and Cathleen Mead
Laura Melrose
Jan Meriwether
Eric Miller
Rachel Minnery
John and Shirley Moffi tt
David and Michelle Moody
Tom and Linda Morris
Maggie Morris
Tamara Nack
Mark and Joni Nakagawa
Roger Nakanishi and Teresa Yagi
Marrion Newsam Banks
Donald and Terri Njaa
Nancy Nugent
John Osias

Derick and Nancy Pasternak
Rory and Kerrie Pendergast
Charles and Sharon Peterson
Angela Picardo
Jennifer Picken
Daniel Pitt
Robin Pollard
Vickery Prongay McCall and 
     Kevin McCall
Christina Purdy
Margot Richardson and 
     Mark Willson
Kurtis Robbins
Diane Robertson
Jim Rogers and 
     Christine Ingebritsen
Devon Roulette
Walter and Leslee Schiller
Chuck Schramm and Mary Oemcke
Anne and Trevor Scranton
Joelle Skaga Nausin and 
     Tim Nausin
Michele Smith
Daniel Staab
Karen Sticklin
Maria Stobie
Blake and Becky Stromberg
Anne Sundy
Mary Taylor
Natalie Tews
Mary Thorne
Todd Threlkeld
Elizabeth Tiernan
Shawn and Rebecca Tilev
Jack Tomkinson
George Truett
Vernon Tucker
Wood and Cheryl Turner
David Turrill and Mary Carmen 
Garcia Izquierdo
Hilary Vonckx
Ken and Susan Wagner
Laetitia Ward
Robert and Charlotte Weick
Ann Welch
Sharon Wilson and Van Bobbitt
Kristin Winn
Alison Withey
Annie Yakshaw
Susan Yamane
Rick and Cynthia Yokoyama
Thomas Zerkel
Jay and Darlene Zulauf
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Adobe Systems Matching Gifts    
     Program
Agora Foundation at Silicon Valley 
     Community Foundation 
The Atticus Trust
Barry Swenson Builder
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
     Matching Gifts Program
Brown and Company Creative
CH2M HILL
Clark Properties
Coldwell Banker Bain
Classical Wines from Spain
Costco Wholesale
Covenant World Relief 
Eyes on Fremont, Inc.
Hach
The Landegger Charitable 
     Foundation
J.A.S. Design Build, Inc.
King and Oliason, P.S.

Corporations, Foundations, and Civic and 
Religious Organizations
The following donors made outright gifts to Water 1st between 
January 1, 2006 and December 31, 2006. 

Kompan
Erzee Lockhart, ABS, Gem Realty
Mango Imports
M.A. Mortenson Company
Microsoft Giving Program
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants
Pacifi c Groundwater Group
Rainier Industries, Ltd.
The Review Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace
Starbucks Matching Gifts Program 
St. Andrews Deacons
United Methodist Women 
     of Wayland
University Congregational United 
     Church of Christ
Washington Mutual Matching Gifts 
     Program

Covenant World Relief provides $40,000 grant
Chicago-based Covenant World Relief (CWR) generously donated 
$40,000 for the development and implementation of integrated water 
supply, sanitation, and health-education projects in Ethiopia. CWR is an 
international humanitarian aid arm of the Evangelical Covenant Church. 
     Funds supported the construction of water projects benefi ting 
approximately 2,500 people in the rural West Showa zone. In this region, 
villagers walk about two hours daily to obtain water from extremely 
contaminated springs and rivers which they share with livestock. 
Children, as well as adults, are frequently ill. The project will reduce the 
amount of time women and girls spend collecting water and will eliminate 
the water-borne illnesses that plague the communities. It will also allow 
community members more time to participate in food-for-work activities 
so that their families will not go hungry. 
     “When traveling in Ethiopia, I saw people in a maverick rainstorm 
gathering water from puddles,” said Jim Sundholm, Covenant World Relief 
Executive Director. “One of the most important things we can do for 
Ethiopia is assist them in developing clean water supplies.” 
     Water 1st and our benefi ciary community members extend our sincere 
thanks to Covenant World Relief for their generous support.
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In-Kind Donors 
The following individuals and companies made in-kind donations to 
Water 1st between January 1, 2006 and December 31, 2006. 

Meliza Afable and Nic Johnson
Whit Alexander, Cranium
MayAnn Alguire
Deirdre and Dave Anderson
Ernestine Anderson
Howard S. Anderson
Ted and Carol Anderson
Mrs. Nane Annan, 
     United Nations Offi ce
Argosy Cruises
Cynthia Axtman, 
     Mary Kay Consultant
Erin Baebler, 
     Impact Coaching Services
Sarah Banks and Malcolm Harker
Banya 5
Tracy Barnum, Fly Fitness
Bitters Co., Inc.
Kris Bordessa 
Martha Brockenbrough
Christopher Brown
Butchart Gardens
Café Flora
Dr. Bruce Cameron, 
     Northwest Eye Surgeons
Marcelle Caturia and Seshu Vaddey 
Michelle and David Chamberlain
Chihuly Studio
The Color Store
Mark K. Conley, Attorney, 
     Larson Law Offi ces
Jim and Pamela Copeland
Cortiva Institute — 
     Brenneke School of Massage 
Corus Estates & Vineyards
Cruise Holidays of Brockville
Crush
Crystal Mountain
Kinga and Laszlo Csepreghy
Cupcake Royale
D.M. Lenay Photography
Janet Dann
Debra Dean

Sara DeRuyck and Chris Hansot
Dick’s Drive-in
Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley
Avis Durgan and Jeff Stephenson
Avis Durgan, Arbonne Independent  
     Consultant
Jane and Walt Enterline
Epperson Family
Ethos Water
15th Avenue Garage
Sarah Ford and Bharat Shyam
Frenchy’s Day Spa
Greg Frugé-Brown
Kathleen Frugé-Brown
Arpana Goel, Graphic Design Work 
Sangeeta Gogri
Gregg’s Cycle
Brad and Ingrid Halverson
Hale’s Ales Brewery & Pub
Therese Hansen and 
     Jim McDermott
Harbor Properties, Inc.
Kitty Harmon
Jennifer D. Hawkes
John Hayden, 
     JAMTOWN World Music
Headsprout, Inc.
Hi Spot Café
Ann Hollar and Steve Orser
Mike Holmgren, Seattle Seahawks
Jia Hui
J.A.S. Design Build, Inc. 
Kid’s Club 
Tony Kim of Gene Juarez Salons 
Paul Kreemer 
Lakeview Stone & Garden
Donna and Todd Larson
Lawrence Anthony Salon
Tom Lee
Leschi Food Mart
Jolyn Leslie
Eric Liljegren and Scott Shiebler
Lindblad Expeditions
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LMN Artworks
Debbie Low, An Evening Inn
Mac & Jack’s Brewery
Madrona Eatery & Alehouse
Main St. Alehouse
Mango Imports 
Congressman Jim McDermott
Sara Mednick
Monart Drawing School
Jim Moore and Kristi Branch
Museum Quality Framing
LeRoy and Eloise Nelson
Sandy Nelson
Stephanie Nelson and 
     Kendall Magnuson
Jim Nilson
Jennifer Norling and Kirk Anderson
James K. O’Brien
John Oldfi eld
Olympic Lights Bed & Breakfast
Claude Ostyn
Pacifi c Science Center
Pagliacci Pizza
Patty’s Pots: A Garden For 
     All Seasons
Derek and Catherine Pell
Penguin Putnum Publishing
Susan Peterson Design
Pike Brewing Company
Redhook Brewery
Melissa Ries and Patrick Kennedy
Ropa Bella

Sailing Heritage Society 
Salon Chemistry, Inc.
Friedemann Schaub, 
     Cellular Wisdom
Seattle Public Utilities
Seattle Athletic Club Northgate
Seattle Children’s Museum
Security Press
Jeffrey and Mary Seifred
Joy Shafer and Jeff Herrin
Ketu Shah Law Offi ces
Carolyn Brady Sherwood and 
     Scott Sherwood
Marla Smith-Nilson and Jim Nilson
Sole Food
Christophe Soltain of Gene Juarez 
     Salons & Spas
Spectrum Dance Theater
Barbara St. Onge
Starbucks Coffee Company
Rick Steves 
Christine Stickler
Darryl Swenson
Taking Rain Beverage Company
The Triple Door
W Seattle Hotel
Waterbrook Winery
Judy Webster 
Sheryl Westergreen
Wilridge Winery
Jason Wilson
Woodland Park Zoo
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2006 Give Water ■ Give Life Benefi t  

More than 600 guests gathered at Benaroya Hall’s Grand Lobby in Seattle, 
Washington, on November 3, 2006 to support the work of Water 1st. Over 
$300,000 was raised for communities in need of clean water in India, 
Bangladesh, Honduras, and Ethiopia.

Guests enjoyed a lively silent auction and dinner reception, a fi lm 
featuring our benefi ciaries and the work of Water 1st, and an inspiring 
talk from Executive Director Marla Smith-Nilson. Master of ceremonies 
and guest speaker Rick Steves, of Public Television’s Rick Steves Europe, 
presided and introduced special guest, Wynnette LaBrosse, President of 
the Agora Foundation at Silicon Valley Community Foundation, who spoke 
of Agora’s commitment to the global water crisis and Agora’s $100,000 
grant to Water 1st.

Water 1st was pleased to present the fi rst annual Water Ambassador 
award to board member Darryl Swenson. This award recognizes 
outstanding volunteers who are critical to making the work of Water 1st 
possible. 

We are grateful to our corporate sponsors, table sponsors, table captains, 
silent auction donors, volunteers, and guests for their support of people in 
need of safe water and for making the event such a success.

Water 1st Goes to School
Water 1st gives a heartfelt thanks to the following schools and students, 
teachers, and parents for their generosity and important role in making 
safe water a reality:  

Explorer West Middle School, Seattle, Washington
St. Joseph School, Seattle, Washington 
Sabino High School, Tucson, Arizona
Sacajawea Elementary, Seattle, Washington  
Summit K-12 School, Seattle, Washington 

St. Joseph School 
As part of their science curriculum on water ecology, fi fth grade students 
at Seattle’s St. Joseph School became aware of the need for sustainable 
safe water resources. After learning about the extraordinary need in the 
world and the work of Water 1st, the students organized a fundraiser 
selling “Otter Pops” after school. A marketing campaign began with the 
slogan ‘Colored Water for Clean Water.’ Some students made posters 
while others prepared speeches to share with the school community. The 
students raised $652. Special thanks to the St. Joseph School community 
for their support of Water 1st and commitment to this cause.

Seattle’s Sacajawea Ele-
mentary School raised $360 
for Water 1st projects in 
Bangladesh. Kindergartner 
Rachel saved her allowance 
for an entire year to give to 
charity and chose Water 1st 
as the benefi ciary. Thank 
you, Rachel and Sacajawea! 
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Water 1st International
Revenue, Expenses and Changes in Net Assets (Defi cits)
For the Year Ended December 31, 2006

Support and revenue:

Direct public support      $412,404

Investment income            7,524 

Special events gross revenue   51,000       

Less: direct expenses        61,949              

Net gain (loss) on special events        -10,949

Gross project (loss) from sales of inventory          3,423    

 Total revenue           412,402

Expenses:

Programs services        587,847 

Management and general         40,402

Fundraising           56,177

 Total expenses        684,426    

Change in net assets (defi cit)      -272,024

Net assets, beginning of year          163,049

Net assets (defi cit), end of year*        -108,975

*Negative net assets are due to future year project expenditure commitments to our partner organizations 
through 2009. We plan to raise the revenues to meet those commitments in 2007 and 2008.

Copies of our 2006 Form 990 and audited fi nancial statements are available at Water 1st International’s 
web site, www.water1st.org.
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